Y«.d"‘ r’

-.A[wm sl

gty e e R e Dl syt wmin e

- BLUE GRASS BLADE

VOLUME XVII.

HALLEY'S

LIXHCGTON, KENTUCKY, SUNDAY,. JULY Mth 1910

The Wanderer of the Skies Knocks out
Superstition and Does Away

with Prophecy

In the Old Testament we read of
bloody saerifices being made to ap-
pease the wrath of an angry god and
nearly two thousand years ofter (as
we are told by Christians) a God of
Love sent ‘*his ouly begotten son’’
into this world to save us from sim
(so called) und this son, ealled Christ,
was erueified on a eross, we still read
in our daily papers tales of the same
kind of bloody saerifices being offered
10 this sam: blood thirsty god—and
yet we say ve are CIVILIZED!

A little more than a month ago the
country was exercised over the reap-
pearance of Halley’s Comet, much as
a certain people were onee exercised
over a  wooden horse.  The ‘‘wise
men’’ told ¢s we wonld have our lives
snuffed out instantly, that we would
die of laughing gas, that we would see
electrical displays, ete., ete.,, when we
passed through the tail of this terrible
comet, yet Halley's Comet las once
more come ard gone and we still live,
while the comet has gone on about its
business as it always has. But out
in that new state of Oklahoma there
arose a religious fantie, Henry Hein-
man by name who announcsd to his|:
fellow worshippers, known as the
““Select Followers,"' that he had re-
ceived a revelation from God that on
May 18th the world was to end and the
heavens would be rolled up like a
seroll, following the eontaet with the
tail of the comet; that the orly thing
would avert the disaster was a bloody

saerifice, that in order to save thefqp

world a sacrifice had been plued a
the lot had uue; toJ [arfiel
i.‘uéf

act "ﬂ)ﬂovm‘s hv( (hat
sin has passed from them and that
they ean handle serpents end drink
poison without evil effeet. Heinman,
their leader, had been telling them in
his sermons for several days that the
world would end on May 18tih and that
Halley’s eomet would sweep with pes-
tilential gases across the carth, de-
stroying all animal life. He waited
until the evening of the 17th of May
to play his trump card and aunounced
that he had received a revelation that
the sacrifice of his sixteen-year-old
daughter, Jane Warfield, would avert
the calamity.

Down in a dell in the Glass Moun-
tains on May 18th Jane ws ¢lad in
spotless whi‘e with a wreath of white
roses about l.er head, her hands bound,
as she stood surrounded by the Select
Followers, Heinman with a long
hunting knife in his hand st)od ready
to complete the bloody saerifice to ap-
pease the wrath of the blood-thirsty
god—but lo, there appeared a rational
band headed by the sheriff ¢f Dewey
county and placed Heinman and his
followers under arrest and the girl
into safe keeping.

1t seems impossible, when we look
about us and see the immense strides
that seience has made in the past cen-
tury, that a tend could find people to
follow such vile teachings; a fiend, of
who to rid bimself of a stepdaughter,
would murder her in the name of re-
ligion and before the gaze of his fol-
lowers. Surely these Seleet Followers
are not all murders, not all idiots, not
all insane! Is it possible that they
are hypuotized by their leaderf How
many thousand years will “oll away
before the iufluence of the Dowies,
Schlatters, Leos and Heinmans shall
pass? Whea will murder cease to be
committed in the name of religion?
When, oh when will the bloody appe-
tite of that gourmand god be satisfied ?
When will the saerifice of human flesh
end? When will rationalism eompel
the parasites to go to work? When
will ecommon sense predominate on
this sphere and eradicate the pois-
onous influence of that damnable old
book that has for centuries kindled
human bonfires and filled the rivers
with blood and the asylums with in-
sane? When Halley’s comet appears
seventy-five years hence, at a time
when each school child has his air-
ship, when the improbabilities of Bell-
amy have become probabilities and
perhaps realities, when Mother Ship-
ton’s prophecy seems medioere, when
flowers blossom where now lies the
desert, will that hungry god still be

-

erying out for human blood and will
there appear i and fiends to sat-
isfy the ery? Vhy, oh why, ration-
alist will you allow that barbarous
thing ealled religion to eling to you?
FEven though it has in it less of fire
and brimstone than did the religion
of your youth, it is just as dangerous.
It has its parasites on earth and its
parasite in the elouds. Every church
must support at least one parasite and
while there are parasites there will
be sacrifices of liberty and of blood.
The parasite, if he cortinue to exist,
must and will live at your expense.
Now is the time to cut loose from re-
ligions, both old and new, and rally
round th: Banner of rationalism.
Don’t let the v in ““futures’’ sell
you the oM If in sheep's cloth-
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One of the daily papers sates that
Heinman came from near Leesburg,
Ohio, and is a graduate of an Ohio
University; that h} was at one time a
“‘dieiple of Harmon, the Freethinker’’
and that it is rumored that many of
Harmon’'s u‘e‘r e bren ea:ried out
in the form of worship of the band
headed by H . The Blade read-

ers, who kncw Moses Harmon, know
that he was no fiend and if there was
anything m‘ ¢ non between him and
Heinman it was eertainly not the ad-

n sacrifice.  Won't
friends defend him
pcethonght ? When
ood, let them bear
shlft 1t onto the

THE CRUCIFIXION.

Throughout the various gospels
there are very contradieting stories of
the erucifixicn of a KING of the
JEWS, which the forgers of the gos-
pels have endeavored to apply to the
fictitious erucifixion of the mythical
Christ Jesus.

About the ycar 166 B. C., in the city
of Modin, Mattathias, a priest of the
Aomonean family, slew a Jew and the
royal officec, then aided by his five
sons, he rallied the faithful, fled to the
mountains und raised the standard
of liberty on which was inseribed M.
K. B. L., the initials of the Hebrew
war ery, **Mi—Kamoka—Baelim—
Lehovo,”” from which the insurgents
received tha name ‘‘ Maceabe:s."" (M.
K. B'S.)

They recovered Jerusalem, purified
the Temple or:d restored its worship,

About 47 B. C., Julius Caesar gave
to Hyreanns, a Maceabee, certain
rights, On the death of Caesar and
Hyreanus, 41 B. C., all the decrees
were confirmed by the senate, in the
consulate of Mark Antony.

Herod th: Great an Indumean de-
scendant of a Philistine slave, in 37
B. C., with the aid of Roman troops
under Sosius, captured Jerusalem and
ANTIGONUS MATTATHIAS, the
Maccabee, the last of the Hosmonean
kings of Judea.

He was the youngest son of Aris-
tobulus 2d. Both had been ecarried
prisoners to Rome by Pompey in 63
B. (., and both eseaped in 57 B. C.,
and returned to Palestine,

Antigonus first attempted to seize
the government by foree with the as-
sistanee of his brother-in-law, Potelmy
Mennei, but was defeated by Herod.

About tw) years afterwards, with
the aid of five hundred Parthian war-
riors, Antigouas became KING OF
THE JEWS, and in the year 40 B.
(. he was officially proclaimed King
and high priest by the Parthians.

After a turbulent reign of six years
the Roman general Sosius captured
him, and as he had been a rebel
against the Romans,

““Mark Antony now gave the king-
dom to a certain Herod, and, having
stretehed Antigonus on a CROSS and
scourged him, a thing never done be-
fore to aay other King by the
Romans, he put him to death.”” (Dio
(assius, book 49.)

The very learned Rabbi Wise says:
““All promiient historians of these
days mention this extraordinary oe-

currence, and the manner they did it
shows it was considered one of Mark
Antony’s worst erimes; and that the
sympathy with the CRUCIFIED
KING OF THE JEWS was wide-
spread and profound. Here we may
well have the souree of the erucifixion
story.”’

The learned Rabbo Wise also dem-
onstrates that thé eanonical gospels
were all written about 170 A. D, or
after, and in an age of general ig-
norance, when knowledge was trans-
mitted by tradition.

The ablest historians and investi-
gators in the world corroborate his
statement.

Prominent aneient historians like
Strabo, Plutareh and others corrobo-
rate the eracifixion of Antigons.

Over his aead was placed tie legend
KING OF THE JEWS.

That is the historieal foundation of
the contradietory and fietitious gospel
stories of the erucifixion of tne myth-
ieal Christ Jesus.

When we turn back to the begin-
ning of history and tradition we find
that over fifiy ‘‘Saviours’’ or ‘‘Sons
of God,”” boin of ““ Virgins'’ died for
the salvation of their people.

Among those elaimed to have been
erucified on a eross were Thulis of
Egypt, 1700 B. C.; Atys of Phrygia,
1170, B. C.; Tharnuz, of Syria, 1160
B. C.; Kreeshna of India, 1156 B. C.;
Helzus of th: Druids 834 B. C.; Reva
Tat of Siam, 810 B. C.; Indria of
Thibet, 725 B. C.; Bali of Arisso, 715
B. C.; Jao of Nepaul, 622 B. C.;
Mithra of Persia, 600 B, C.; Aleestors
of Euripides, 600 B. C.; Buddha of
India, 600 B. C.; Quetzalcoatle of
Mexico, 587 B. C.; Witoba of the Tal-
ingonese 523 B. C.; Quirinus of Rome,
506 B. (.; I'homethus of Greeee, 500
B.C.; And ixion of Rome, 400 B. C.

Most of the foregoing list were
SUN-GODS. A few were human be-
ings to whom the legend of a ernei-
fixion on a cross was long afterwards
attached. .

As the SUN at the winter solstice
December 21st, is seen at suuset with
sun-dogs or clouds, forming 1 CROSS,
the people place all their sins upon the

crueified sua and its death redeemed

them.

‘About ¢ MWm.q
fied in the ycdineal sign of Aries, the
““Ram,”” and they worshipped the
““Lamb of God."” The three bright
stars in “‘Taurus’’ being the *‘Three
wise men.’”’ Henee the oldest and
most popular form of the erucifixion
was the figure of a LAMB on a
CROSS.

The eross on the Vatican in Rome,
Italy, is now in that form.

That is the astronomieal foundation
of the erucifixion.

During the reign of Constantine
Pognet Canon 82 of the 6th Synod of
Constantinople, 707 A, D. decreed
that the fignre of a MAN should be
fastened to the CROSS instead of a
lamb; whieh was confirmed by Pope
Adrian, Firs..

The forgers of the gospels who
INVENTED Christ Jesus about 200
A. D. must necessarially have their
““Son of God'’ erucified on & CROSS
like all the sneient sun-gods, and then
have him give the power of binding
and loosing (Matt. XX 1:19) to
SATAN (vs. 23), then to the pope,
and his SATANIC Roman Catholie
Chureh has elaimed that poweer ever
sinee,

That makes the pope and priest-
hood SUPERIOR TO GOD,

After thirty-five years investigation
we find that is the erucifixion story.

GEO. E. SLY.
San Diego, California.

ERNST HAECKEL AS A TEAOEEB. )

(Friedrich Lipsius in Blubuch.)

The approaching retirement of Pro-
fessor Krnst Heinrich Haeckel, natur-
alist-author and professor of zoology,
us a public speaker—after thirty-
seven years of service at the Jena
University—makes a visit to his lee-
ture room doubly interesting just now,

Shortly before nine a. m. the
benches in ‘le big square auditorium
filled with students male and female.
Germans, Russians, French, English
and not a few Americans—youth, mid-
dle age and old age—ecrowd around the
professor’s cathedra.

At the siroke of nine Haeckel en-
ters, still a powerful figure, with a
high forehed and the rosy complexion
of a healthy German girl of twenty.
Beard and bair are slightly gvay—the
typieal savant of the Fatherland, com-
bining the aggressiveness ol an old
warrior with a child’s good nature.

On the walls of the room and on the
several stands and easles placed at in-
tervals, are dozens of statistical tables
and drawings of plants and animals,

most of them done by the professor
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himself, for Haeckel is an accomplish-
ed draughtsman and a fine artist.

Haeckel speaks without notes; his
most elaborute seientifie lectures were
delivered in this manner. As he once
pointed oui, his is not knowledge ae-
quired from books; he only teaches
things that he has seen with his own
eyes, that he himself diseoversd, often
after: long, protracted labors.

Hq"e and there a word of eriticism
is uttered, throwing down the gaunt-
let to opponents of his views, but more
often the lceturer indulges in mild
raillery and in humorous remarks that
set the dignitied auditorium astir with
laughter.

All the students are busy writing,
some using shorthand, others making
notes only. Every little while Haeckel
ieaves the cithedra to hand around
some specimen of bone, dried plant or
al from his colleetions to illus-
the point he is making.

min
trate
Sfill more interesting is Haeckel in
his inner eivele of students, which he
is pleased to call his ‘Small Praeti-
cum,’’ whece he teaches no more than
twenty moving
them from place to place, examining
their work, correcting and encourag-
ing and secolding, if necessary. He
looks into each pupil’s microscope in

scholars at a time,

turmy, and is ever ready to answer
questions. And, having given the re-
quired information, he never fails to

**Now, have you thoroughly un-
ood me? Have 1 made myself
to you? If not, I will explain
again, or give you some tables
rawings to fix the thing in your
"

i MUSINGS.

(By Otto Wettstein.)

hy “*Monism ?*’ What is the mat-
ter’ with plain and = ecomprehensive
terialism?’’ The latter term de-
correctly the great science of
| existenee, and implies that
matter is the sole of reality. ‘‘Mon-
ism’’ refers to a unity of existence
only, but fails to define what this
unity is. It might imply Pantheism
or Spookism. It is a poor substi-
tute for grand, old and invulnerable
* Materialism”’

The only ‘“Infinite and Eternal
Energy’’ which exists is-—matter.
Only this and nothing more, In seg-

regation it is represented in the dew-
drop, rose, cadaver, protoplasm, dust,
rock or world. In infinite aggrega-
tion it eomprises the universe of cos-
mie aetivity and organie life. Could
this latest spook of Atheistie scient-
ists supposed to exist beyond the
reach of seience, be produccd and in-
spected by telescope and mieroscope
it would, of necessity, also be found
to eonsist of matter, and matter only,
simply an eternal repetition of what
we know oxists in our immediate en-
vironments,

There is cne essential agent the
chemist cannot eontrol in his labor-
atory, viz: time; and this is the rea-
son why matter in Nature's workshop
produces results in the ¢ourse of
ages whieh man in course of genera-
tions ean mever accomplish.

There is no ‘‘dead matter.”” 1If
matter were dead there would be no
chemieal aflivity between atoms, no
life, gravity, attraction, e¢te. When a
living structure or organism dies and
disintergrates, each atom posesses the
identical life or potentialities it did
when in the living form or when it
first *‘gravitated’’ with millions of
associate atoms to evolve such living
from. We may ecorrectly define the
term *‘life’’ as organie or inorganie
life, but never as living or dead mat-
ter.

To assume a beginning of each
special form is correet, to assume a
beginning of the ‘*stuff’’ they arve
made of is incorreet. And beeause all
special forms have a beginning, there-
fore they most end. And bzcause the
“stuff’” is eternal in the past it will
be eternal in the future. And be-
cause it is universally aetive no, so
must it have been eternally active in
the past and, therefore, will be for-
ever active in the future. No god
needed.

PRAYER

That of the Righteous Man Availeth Much
But the Righteous Man Not
to Be Found

We propose to open and close the fol-
lowing article with prayer. Although
we admit that our faith in sueh logie
is very weak that will not, however,
prevent us giving our honest opinion
upon the subjeet, so long as we have
no other object in view than the dis-
semination of the truth. And to be-
gin with will say we find the whole
system of what is called the Chris-
tion chureh or religion, founded on a
firm belief in the efficacy, utility and
logie of prayer, without it its services
would be useless.

We are told that the fervent, effeet-
ual prayer of a righteous man availeth
much. We are also told that a
righteous man would be a hard thing
to :ind, one writer says that there is
none righteous, *‘No, not one.””

Jesus says that that exe:pt your
righteousness  exceed that of the
Seribes and Pharisees, ye can in no
wise enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven. So according to the testi-
mony the prayers of the righteous
would not amount to very much after
all. We are also told to pray with-
out ceasing, We will simply pass by
that idiotie expression as unworthy
of ecomment,

But here 15 where our faith, belief
and confidence in either the efficacy,
utility or logie of prayer don’t amount
to a grain of sand. We are told time
and time again that in ease we wish
anything, all we have to do is to ask
in faith, and we will be sure to get
it. Ask and ye shall receive. Knock
and it will be opened unto you. Now
nothing eould be more plain or posi-
tive than the above solemn promises.
They are repeated times aad times
again by the first four writers of the
Gospels, and in our estimation noth-
ing could be more false or deceptive.

We have yet to learn of just one
single instance where it can be shown
that any god ever heard or answered
a prayer from any living mortal, the
prayers of mankind are already an-
swered, and no god has done it
either.

We know that we are living and we
know that we shall die. That is all
we do or ean know. For us to say
that we know there is a god, who
hears and answers prayer, is simply
a slur upon his dignity. It puts him
in the place of a tyrant instcad of a
god. Do we have to tell god what we
want, and ask him if he will please
grant us our requests, or does he not
already know more about our wants
than we, onrselves, know.

Again, in ecase god answers our
prayers then he leaves it to us to say
what we want and what is best for us.
All he does in the case is to simply
grant us our wishes. That would be
taking the right of deeision ont of
his reach, snd have him serving us,
instead of us serving him.

As to the folly of prayer we will
have this to say: We see people every
day who elaim to be intelligent, who
become so enrvaptured over the sub-
jeet of prayer that they will get down
on their kness and implore god not to
lead them into temptation, but to do
as they say and take eare of them.
They will get up feeling perfeetly sat-
isfied that their prayers have been
heard and will be answered. While at
the same time they will not have a
seintilla of evidenee to show that their
prayers ever went an inch higher than
the ceiling of the room in which they
were sitting. Then on retiring at
night they will put their case in the
hands of our ‘‘Father, who are in
Heaven,”’ and go to sleep feeling per-
feetly satisfied that all is well. But
during the night the elements become
enraged, a fcarful tornado eomes and
sweeps a whole eity with the people
in it into eternity in a few minutes.
That is the way the lord often answers
prayer. Go to sleep in his eare, wake
up in eternity.

The lord will of eourse, be on hand
immediately after the deed is done,
but never before. He always comes
too late, His services are not needed
then,

Now look for a moment at the state
of affairs right here in the United
States in regard to the two great

religious factors. Bitterly opposed to
each other, and both fighting and
praying for the supremacy. Both of
them have their cases in the hands
of the lord and both are imploring
him through earnest prayer for he.pl
Now the question is,—Whien party is
the lord going to help—if either?
him through earnest prayer for help.
funetions in the affirmative and at the
same time deal justly with hiroself and
them too?

Now we wish to ask,—Would it not
look more reasonable, more sensible,
more justifiable, more god-like for
him to say, 1 will not have anything
to do with your troubles, fight them
out on your own hook. I will neither
hear nor answer any of your prayers
in regard (v the matter, for religion
don’t consist in murdering each other.

Now our version of the matter is
this,—No god has any more to do with
the way religious matters are run in
this country than I have, not half as
much, for I so speak my mind ocea-
sionally upon the subjeet, but god
never does. The same rule will ap-
ply with equal foree to the two great
political faetions who are at the pres-
ent fighting tor the supremacy of the
country., A large majority of the
leaders, no doubt, are members of
some one ot the so-called religious
churches, and their faith and belief
in the efficacy of a prayer hearing and
prayer answering god is something
not to be winked at. And wmany are
the times, uo doubt, his lordship has
been implored from bended kuees, ask-
ing help in time of need, and that
his favorite for the top seat may be
successful. Then after the battle is
over the successfully party will write
in a chorus of thanks to the lord for
a_glorious vietory. Bul as one presi-
dent at a time, like one god, is a
plenty, who is the other party going
to eurse for giving them a glorious de-
feat? This you see would be plae-
ing the lord in a eritical condition,
and all the resource left for him
would be like in the ease of helping
Judah drive cut the inhabitants of the
valley—Wouid  be to simply “‘back
out.”’

Now this same eriterion or rule of
judgment will not only hold good in
the religious and political affairs of
mankind, but is a standard for all his
actions from the cradle to the grave.
But the whole truth and nothing but
the truth sumed up in a nut shell
seems to be about this, **There is no
prayer hearing or prayer answering
god, either material or imaginary.'’
Such a being as that would not only
be an impossibility, but would be use-
less. In case there is a god it would
be our business to listen to and
answer his prayers, ‘‘Not him, ours.’’
That would be simply making a god
subservient to our wishes. In other
words it would be simply taking the
power of attorney out of his hands,
and using it ourselves,

The people of this world have imag-
ined out a god just to suit their own
taney, they think they have got him
so completely under their eoutrol that
ask what they will he will grant it.
But we have known many cases where
they have been seriously disippointed,
but in such cases their only excuse
has been, **The lord knows best what
is good for us.”” Then in that case
we ask=-If the lord knows best, what
in the name of the lord are they both-
ering him for, and trying to make him
please them and do as they wished.

There are instances where the peo-
ple have become so enamoured over
a prayer answering 'god that they
have coneluded that they could have
him make it rain for them, in viola-
tion of the laws of nature. But such
cases are beeoming very searce. The
people are becoming too highly edu-
cated for such tom-foolery as that.
But we must stop. We have already
made our article too long. But when
we get on topies like this there don’t
seem to be any stopping place in it.
We will, perhaps, in'the near future,
take up the subject again, ‘‘So let us
pray.’’

JOEL M. BERRY.
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